




















































































































tram the 1967 tlohtlno - and Into the Jewish Quarter. Opher stopped 
uS alono a street to talk about the siQnifi canoo of the Menorah. Opher 
rea ll y is an excellent Quide and h<s perspectl ves on the relioiou s. 
o.dtural and political nuances of the Israeli scene is reall y qUite 
remarkable and very much appreoated by thi, ' enellJY team" member 
with a habit of showlnQ UP late. 

, t' 
, . 

.. 

, .. . ..' .. ,.. . 

" " 

. . 

" 



Dpher .... as particularly concerned about !lettm!l us to see se. eral s<tes 
on a ceotaln schedule so that he could lea ... us and return to his .... de 
and family for Shabbat. Not reahZlng that, th .. !lroup Instead .... as 
Inadveotently practiCIng chaos theory .... 1th IndiVidual members routmely 
and regularly getting lost and dlsappeanng Into the cro .... ds. With 
Alden already miSSing, David .... ent neKt and I dnfted in and out In a 
panIC search for a mens room only to gat caught up in one of the 
monk's orocesslons. I thought I .... ould be lost forever, but found 
wonderful rehef In a cafe. 



In tt1e meantime, Alden fi na ll y reappeared, not lookino t oo bad , but 
pale, from h is sojourn w.tt1.n tt1. Church of tt1e Resurrection . 

'we have exactly 19 m.nutes before sundown," s aid Opher who by 
now was us.no a cattle prod to orchestrate uS to tt1e Western Wall 
before It was too late. Down narrow alleys, passed a rmed secunty 
guards, and a la l1Je men's room, J noted for future reference, we 
scurned to the cheei:POlnt ol/tS.de the west wall. 

THE WESTERN WALL 
For SOme rea so n, the Western Wall was the spot that I had most 
wa nted to come to in Je rusa le m. I can't ex pla .n whY .. . perhaps I have a 
lot to pray lor ... but it is not to be m.s sed. Another visitor to lerUH lem 
apparently lelt the >a me way . Whi le seve ra l 01 us scribbled praye rs to 
Sbei: .nto tt1e craei:s 01 tt1 e West Wa ll , Dav.d spotted lormer V. C<l! 
Pres.denbal candidate Senator Joe l.Jeberma n surrou nded by h .s 
secum.,. ouards join,nQ tt1e hundreds of Jews, Chri stians and ott1ers 
pray,no at tt1e We st Wall. 



Wherl the senator fini shed his prayers, Gre" standino on hiS tJPpy toes 
and ionorino the ola"no looks from the secret service team, manaoed 
to say hello. 'Senator can you endorse me In m! upcomino 
campaion?" The dear Senato r oaye him a fUrIn! look , and lauOh lnO ly 
sa id so methino polite. Surround ed by hIS secret service team, he 
turned to .... alk a .... a1. Ever the tnJe poliShed pDlitician. uebe rman • 
.... ort'nll the cro .... d. shook m1 hand as he .... as leavinll and .... inked. ' [s 
he koddinll me !" 



captures a Plewre ~::: 
(check ba •• of flag pOle) 

BACK TO GREG FOR THE REAL LIEBERMAN STORY 

What actua ll ¥ happened was the fo li ow inQ: AS I was walkinQ UP to the 
Weste rn Wa ll to place notes from b¥ wife and dauQhter, Da¥ id 
announced that he had spotted Senator Joe LJeberman. I C<.lntinued 
forward and place the notes ,n the top of the crack in the 'II' all shown 
In the upper left hand romer of the photo of the Senator's bad (note, 
sundown and the Sabbath were moments away and thlS'~ the only 
Picture I rould Qet before cameras were no 10nQer allowed) wh,en was 
actually captured aCCIdentally by Glen In the photo below. 



I t hen asked one af the security ~ u a rd s (I th ink there were 5 or 6) if I 
could say hi t a him when he was done pray inQ. He didn't laok li ke he 
was ~o in ~ to make It happened so I went ahead and name dropped . I 
told h im that I was a friend of Ken's (a ~ood friend and neiGhbor of 
m,ne who was a staffer of the Senator's .or so that is what he had 
always told all of U5 ,n the ne";Jhborhood), The secunty Guard told me 
to wall: a few feet away and see what happened, 



Sen, Lieberm, n p"yln~ ,t the .. ,II .. hile ~u"ded by ,ecurity 

As the Senator finished prayinO, the security ouard whispered to him 
and then subtlety motioned for me to proceed, As I did, two other 
security ouards closed ranks in front of me, before the other one told 
them that is was okay to come throuoh, As I introduced myself, he 
asked me how I knew Ken and proceeded to tell me that Ken used to 
be his driver (I later called Ken to clarify (tease) between driver and 
staffer, Ken explained he statted as his driver out of colleoe before 
headino up some field ops and otherthinos), 

I also mentioned to Senator Lieberman my dad's name, My dad orew 
up in the same neiohborhood as the Senator and oraduated the year 
before him from Stamford HiOh School as well as attended the same 
relioious school. He claimed he remembered my dad and wished me 
well as he went off into the crowd to wave and shake hands as the 
security detail pushed him throuoh, 

2 Responses 10 "Day 6 " 

David/Dad Says: 
feb,u"y 22 , 2009 ,t 5 58 pm 

Th,nks to Chri, for blo~~inQ d,y ,ix, Your ~ roup rMlly ~ot to do and ,ee 



L .... ~. .. ... . . L_, ' 

Dftvid/Dftd Say.: 
fe b",,,, 22, 2009 .. 5;56 pm ~ • • -
Thanks to Chm for blogg,ng d., .... Your g .... up ",.11, got to do 4nd .e. 
a lot ,n .uch a .hort tnp. 

It ce .... only os a small world , The chance. of you meeting Joe lIob.rman 
.. the Western Wall os about ...... . Ye., Jo. as a year boh,nd m. ,n 
Stamfonl H,gh School, but h. wa. ,n my .ame da .. ,n Hebrew School .. 
Congreg""on Agudath Sholom ,n Stamfonl, CT. I recall us twolv. year 
old kid, in the ba,emont of the .ynagogue on Sunday morning, ,tn,oggling 
to learn ho .. to 'Iay" T.lill,n, (H.br ... , 11· . n), al.o c. lled phylacten. , ..... 
hod. I.,rly larg o group of u. In thou doy. and I h.ve recen~ y connect.d 

" ,t h • number 01 them OS ". pr.por.d lor Our Soth high .chool roun lon . 

Cindy/Mom Say.: 
feb",ory 22, 2009 .t S :4 J pm o 
... elcome home , Greg. I kno .. ,our expenenee. 01 tni. p •• t .. eek .. ,II 
lun I •• bng imp ...... 'on •. Thank you for .honng, a. I h4ve learned .0 
much /rom your 810g. I look lorwanl to traveling to Israel woth Oed ,n tn. 
neadutu", . . ,. 
Leave rt up to you to find .om.on. to 'connect" woth on your b,g tnp; '.e., 
Sen. Joe lIeberman. 
It appea" that your ·t .. m·m .... • and ,ou h ... bonded. 

Left ... a Reply 
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