
















































































































































































Cavid, Marty & Daon (| to r) listen to Opher at the Zion Gate

Opher was particularly concerned about getting us to see several sites
on a cartain schadula so that he could leave us and return to his wiie

and family for Shabbat, Not realizing that, the group Instead was
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Alden already m ng, David went next and 1 arted in and out N a
panic search for a mens room only to get caught up Iin one of the
MOnNkK S procs r | thought | would be lost forever, but found
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In the meantime, Alden finally reappeared, not looking too bad, but
pale, from his sojourn within the Church of the Resurrection.

“We have exactly 18 minutes before sundown,” said Opher who by
now was using a cattle prod to orchestrate us to the Western Wall
before it was too late. Down narrow alleys, passed armed security
guards, and a large men’s room, [ noted for future reference, we
scurmed to the checkpoint outside the West wall.

THE WESTERN WALL

For some reason, the Western Wall was the spot that I had most
wanted to come to in Jerusalem, [ cant explain why..perhaps [ have a
lot to pray for. but it is not to be missed, Another visitor to Jerusalem
apparently felt the same way. While several of us scribbled prayers to
stick into the cracks of the West Wall, David spotted former Vice
Presidential candidate Senator Joe Lieberman surrounded by his

securty guards joining the hundreds of Jews, Christians and others
praying at the West Wwall.




Chris in front of the Western Wall

When the senator finished his prayers, Greg standing an his tippy toes
and ignoring the glaring looks from the secret service team, managed
to say hello, *Senator can you endarse me in my Upcoming

campaign?® The dear Senator gave him a funny look, and laughingly

said something polite. Surrounded by his secret service team, he
turned to walk away, Ever the true polished politician, Lisberman,
working the crowd, shook my hand as he was leaving and winked, "1s
he kidding me?”
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Greg unknowningly captures a picture of the Lieberman Delegation coming ir
{check base of flag pole)

BACK TO GREG FOR THE REAL LIEBERMAN STORY

What actually happened was the following: As [ was walking up to the
Western Wall to place notes from by wife and daughter, David

announced that he had spotted Senator Joe Lieberman. 1 continued
forward and place the notes in the top of the crack in the wall shown
in the upper left hand corner of the photo of the Senator’s back (note:
sundown and the Sabbath were moments away and this is the only
picture I could get before cameras were no longer allowed) which was
actually captured accidentally by Glen in the photo below.



izlen accidentally captures Greg putting his wife's and daughter's note in the
wall {Greg lower left reaching high into the wall.. to his right Sen. Lisberman
praying).

I ther asked one of the security guards (1 think there were 5 or 6) if |
could say hi to him when he was done praying, He didnt look like he
was going to make it happened so 1 went ahead and name dropped,
told him that I was a friend of Ken'’s {a good friend and neighbor of
mine who was a staffer of the Senator's..or so that is what he had
always told all of us in the neighborhood). The security guard told me
to wart a few feet away and see what happened.
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Zen. Lieberrman praving at the wall while guarded by security

&5 the Senator finished praying, the security guard whispered to him
and then subtlety motioned for me to proceed, &s 1 did, two other
securty guards closed ranks in front of me, before the other one told
them that is was okay to come through, &s I introduced myself, he
asked me how I knew Ken and proceeded to tell me that Ken used to
be his driver (I later called Ken to clarify (tease) between driver and
staffer. Ken explained he started as his driver out of college before
heading up sorme field ops and other things),

I also mentioned to Senator Lieberman my dad’s name, My dad grew
up in the same neighborhood as the Senator and graduated the year
before him from Stamford High School as well a5 attended the same
religious school, He claimed he remembered my dad and wished me
well as he went off into the crowd to wave and shake hands as the
securty detall pushed him throwgh,

2 Responses to “Day 67

David/Dad Says: -
February 22, 2009 at 5:58 pm ¥ 06,1

A

Thanks to Chris far hlngging day six, Your group really gotto do and see
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David/Dad says: W
February 22, 2009 at 5:58 pm ¥ 1

L
Thanks to Chrnis for blogging day six, Your group really got to do and see
a lot in such a short trip.

It certainly 15 a small world. The chances of you meeting Joe Lieberman
at the Western Wall is about zero, Yes, Joe as a year behind me in
Stamford High School, but he was in my same class in Hebrew School at
Congregation Agudath Sholom in Stamford, CT. I recall us twelve yvear
old kids in the basement of the synagogue on Sunday mornings struggling
to learn how to “lay” Tefillin, (Hebraw: (en), also called phylacteries, We
had a fairly large group of us in those days and I have recently connected
with a number of them as we prepared for our 50th high schoal reunion.

Cindy/Mom Says:
February 22, 2009 at 8:43 pm ﬁ
Welcome home, Greg. I know your experiences of this past week will

leave lasting impressions. Thank you for sharing, as 1 have learned so

much from your Blog, I look forward to traveling to Israel with Dad in the
near future.

Mom

Leave it up to you to find someone to "connect” with on your big trip; i.e.,
Sen. Joe Lieberman.

It appears that your "team-mates” and you have bonded.

Leave a Reply

Mame (raquired)
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