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Michael Totten has long been required reading if one wants to keep up with
international affairs, in my view. Recently he posted the transcript of a
briefing with Khaled Abu Toameh. Of course, I don’t agree with Abu Toameh
on everything, but his analysis is the best thing I’ve read in a while.

The West, either delusional, anti-Israel, or downright antisemitic, has long
thought that a Palestinian state will solve everything. Abu Toameh, native of
Tulkarem, seems to think that’s funny, and almost sounds like Nadia Matar:

Talking about a Palestinian state today is a joke. Where
would that state be established? Israel controls nearly
half of the West Bank. These PLO people can’t deliver. If
Israel gives up the West Bank, you will have to go to
Cairo or Amman to take a flight back to America because
snipers will be sitting on the hilltops above Ben-Gurion
airport.

Perception of power is important, very important, and I’ve harped on that
topic enough times, but it really cannot be stressed strongly enough that
leaving without the losing side surrendering, is the same as losing.

They think Israel ran away from Lebanon, that Hezbollah
defeated them. They thought the Jews were scared and
would not come into Gaza. They were really confident
that Israel wouldn’t fight back. Really. They were.

Another common misconception is that economic improvement within
Palestinian society will lead to peace. They will stop hating us, and the
streets will suddenly be paved with gold. Well, no.

Max Boot: There does seem to be this sense that the
West Bank has been doing better economically.
Khaled Abu Toameh: Yes.
Max Boot: Does that translate into better politics?
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Khaled Abu Toameh: No.

Most of our neighbors do NOT like us. They will not start liking us anytime
soon. They hate us and it has nothing to do with the fact that they are poor.
Or that they are more religious or less religious. Or that they call themselves
Hamas or Fatah.

I don’t think the majority would like to see aid from
Norway, Switzerland, or Canada instead of from Iran and
Hezbollah… You know what? Believe me, if you listen to
Hamas and Fatah in Arabic there isn’t much of a
difference, especially these days. Fatah fought alongside
Hamas in Gaza. Today they said they lost 36 fighters and
fired 900 rockets at Israel. Fatah.

The world loves to blame Israel. It’s not just our delusion. Sudan? Blame
Israel. Gazans are hungry? Blame Israel.

Listen. The Egyptians are hypocrites. They are busy
killing African refugees who are trying to get asylum in
Israel. They opened fire on an African mother and son
who were trying to run away from Sudan and were trying
to seek refuge inside Israel. I haven’t heard that the
Egyptians are destroying tunnels or anything. I haven’t
heard it.

And finally, this is not the West. Stop trying to treat it like a Western issue
with Western actors. It’s not going to end anytime soon.

General Tom McInerney, Fox News Military Analyst: Is
there a solution to this problem?
Khaled Abu Toameh: You Americans are always asking
us that. Why are Americans always asking me if there is
a solution? A solution to what?
Michael J. Totten: The whole thing.
Khaled Abu Toameh: What is the whole thing?
Anthony Cordesman: Is there anything useful that could
be done this year?
Khaled Abu Toameh: Listen. Look. We must stop
dreaming about the New Middle East and coexistence
and harmony and turning this area into Hong Kong and
Singapore. If anyone thinks a Palestinian will wake up in
the morning and sing the Israeli national anthem, that’s
not going to happen. If anyone thinks an Israeli Jew will
go back to doing his shopping in downtown Ramallah or
to see his dentist in Bethlehem or eat fish in Gaza City,
that’s not going to happen. There has been a total
divorce between Jews and Palestinians. We don’t want to
see each other.
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It’s much longer, but it’s worth the time - go read.
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this is a great read and something that needs to be passed on…
(consider that done right now… )
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