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Thanks to Michael Totten: A Minority Report from the West Bank and Gaza Rt

Khaled Abu Toameh is not your typical Palestinian journalist. He Angisfe e

began his career at one of Yasser Arafat's newspapers and today he
writes for the Jerusalem Post. He has produced video for European TV
stations, and even blogged for a while at Commentary Magazine in
New York. It's impossible to cram Toameh into a convenient ideological
box, though that doesn’t stop some people from trying.
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I met him briefly a few weeks ago on my trip to Israel sponsored by
the American Jewish Committee when he gave a talk to me and my
colleagues and answered some questions at the end. I'm reproducing
the entire transcript here because I think he deserves a full hearing.

Hamas, Fatah, Americans, Israelis, Europeans, Arab governments,
American foreign correspondents — just about everybody involved in
any way with the conflict comes under some well-deserved fire. There's
something here for just about everybody to like and dislike, and I'm
publishing what he said without quote-shopping or cherry-picking his
words for convenience.

Khaled Abu Toameh: When I finished high school the PLO offices hired
me as a correspondent, and | worked for a PLO newspaper for seven
years during which time | attended university in Jerusalem. After |
graduated | had to make a decision: do | go back and work for the
PLO, or do I try to become a real journalist? It took me about two
seconds to make that decision. | decided to work with the international
media and the Israeli media.

When | say “work with the international media,” what does that mean?
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